Planet Distance Activity

Procedure:

1) Cut a 7 meter long section from the adding machine tape roll. 

2) Tape it along a table or sets of desks. 

3) At the left end of the paper, draw a half circle and label it the Sun.

4) Using a meter stick, measure the following distances from the sun for each planet. Use the “Planets at a Glance” worksheet to obtain relative sizes of the planets. 
a. Mercury
6.5 cm
(From the Sun)

b. Venus

12 cm

(From the Sun)

c. Earth

17 cm

(From the Sun)

d. Mars

25 cm

(From the Sun)

e. Asteroids
Place a belt of asteroids between these two planets.

f. Jupiter
87 cm

(From the Sun)

g. Saturn
1.59 Meters
(From the Sun)

h. Uranus
3.26 Meters
(From the Sun)

i. Neptune
5.0 Meters
(From the Sun)

j. Pluto

6.56 Meters
(From the Sun)

5) Using colored pencils, color the planets as close to their real color as possible. Use the photos on the wall and any other references to help you. 

6) Remember four planets have rings. Draw rings around Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune. Add the Great Red Spot (massive storm) on Jupiter and the Blue-White Spot (massive storm) on Neptune.

7) Write the planets name below each planet. 

8) Draw the correct number of moons around each planet.

9) Name the major moons for the planets that have them. 

10) Draw the asteroid field and label it between Mars and Jupiter. 

11) Write both team members names on the adding machine tape. Be sure to write your full name if you desire credit for the project. 

